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. By Thomas 0"Fsole o
. Washington (’n.\l_h'l;\!!_ Writerdd " o
Y A Soviet spaceship that splnslled_down in the
J Indlian Occan yesterday after-lesg-than 12 hours i
in arbit may have heen the test of a new qucg-;- e
horne atomic weapon built lo abtack enemy ai
craft carrier task forces in the, Indian Ocean. '
"The North-American Air Defense Conﬁhizm(i f
- (NORAD) yesterday confirmed that tho Soviet: -
ship was launched -from the: cosmodromp at..
Kapustin Yar on the Volga River lale "T'uesday

Ocean, Those who argue that it is 3 shuttle test| | «

poiit out tha the Soviet Union ha3 sighed. the { : 4
<“Uréaly babiig nuclear weapons from space, . R 0
. Those who contend thal it could be a weap-
ons test hoinit:to the fact that ihe Soviet ship ] |
“wa3 launched frbq\' Kapustin Yar, where nearly 0

“.'".,Qcean, then arotmd the northern tier of Europe

S oo

and splashed down in the Indian. Oceart curly y ".”.‘“. ‘t,"s"‘rmlé‘:’ is'qlrﬁ;osf hlé_ntic(f\l lt.o onothe ,. : qn(!t;p}cii;ﬁa tl)(: Sﬁv:f tf Um-(;": aga(;?i‘wah_e i {.

yesterday about 360 miles south of hé Austra *_,?oyielé used last Juiie. Lo fecovick a spacecraft -Fh;innle’;lcgzvz(;tri' a.z(:;‘]i h‘:sg;iﬁvg neverbeent | v
lian-owned Cdcbs Islands.! Thiey" are abot 500 7+ identificd simply as Cb’éh}ds 1374, which’ flew aunched i'[om K apl:‘xsi.in &r “They are always ot L
miles south of Jakarta and 2.?09‘ ?}"__ICS{';:‘{OQ of ;. one "orlit “arbuitd {hc' Barth" beforé splas launchéd fom’ Tyutatam in’ Soviel Asla and || - . :

arwin in northern Austeiliy’ - AT LT Wi it Lhe & i ; ! ‘ ' vieb asia and 3 . )
e A e s T o i o the Todian Ocein * Jig o utt. tehitoy i th yetorn purt ot | 1
spaceshipy was recoveredl by a task forcd b'l"‘"':'ab' ."'Il‘l‘M wel |g| bout a to d“hAil o ', Soviet Asia. Unliké the United § tates, the So: R . "
- sevén Soviet n'n?ml’veiqcléntlﬂ't‘ had_béén in thé H; 935-;0? [ :,\\cqtg ml( ? 1 Lo stabilise it rotuny - Vetd dd-mt’j‘mkg paler landings and recovety | 4 '
arca for’ the last W ‘weekd. The  Auslrdlign < "» W had  tiple tail to tabilize ity return - Of their manned apacecraft, S &

Navy had Kept a chisé wiitch on the Soviel faskc:* 10 Farth. The tail also gave it some K e e Ot special edhicerh to Soviet space achers is | .
" force with an oceanographie shif “ud” Oficn 1 ito enable. Sovict conbrllers to ba'.'!‘-..‘t? (,i."“l ‘the fact that thé-»Un’nled:States;nqw uses’the-f: | ;
surveillance divcraft 110! AL ...'1'33‘}.,!_0.9'9*!@?' the !c_l"l:_ or. the right. .. | “British-owned fsténl of Diego Garcia In the In- §:
he Soviet task Toree ‘i feorted ‘t6” io'!"> Some sources said that Cosmos 1374 was a . dian Ocean to warchouse supplies fot its Rapid

made up of three space vehlély' recavbiy vedols, ¥/ test of a miniaturized versionl of the'American - *Deplogment Forcg in-the Persiati"Gulf in the |
a support ship, a space trackiig ship, a Kara- "~ space shuttle that had no military applications, " eyent of wat théref..'l‘h'e U.S.'and British navies |
class guided missile criiser and a Kashinzclass ¢ but others argued that it is a space-borne nu- "“are aldo mote actide in the Indian Oce than |
guided missile destroyér.. Lt v 4+ ™ ¢lear weapons system Aargeted at “the. Indian - they have beéen in the past. oo b
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